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The Impact of Village Regulations on Rural Elderly Welfare: Evidence from
28 Villages in Quzhou, Zhejiang Province

LU Yaoyue QIN Cheng FANG Xiangming

Abstract: As a typical informal system of rural governance, village regulations play an important role in ensuring elderly welfare.
Based on the investigation of 28 villages in Quzhou, Zhejiang Province, this paper categorizes the mechanisms of village
regulations affecting senior welfare into four types: ideal mode, loose mode, impractical mode, and fragile mode, according to the
degree of linkage between village regulations and elderly welfare. The ideal mode features: multi-party participation in drafting
village regulations; emphasis on the welfare of the elderly in the village regulations; adoption of the demonstration effect of village
talents; utilization of the benefits of the collaborative economy. The loose mode features: cultivation and construction of the village
community with the help of elderly welfare system; inflows of talented people to the village driving income increase of the
collectives; “quantitative” rewards and penalties specified in the village regulations. The impractical mode features: the absence of
regulation implementation, “decoupling” of the written welfare policies and practical village governance. The fragile mode features:
formalistic drafting process of village regulation leading to non-informative rules for elderly welfare, inability of village cadres to
govern the village limiting the delivery of welfare resources, lack of village autonomy impeding the promotion and implementation
of village regulations. To achieve the reconstruction of rural elderly welfare system, it is supposed to transform other modes into the
ideal modes by strengthening the connection between the written village regulations and the content of elderly welfare, and the
ability of implementing the regulations in terms of elderly welfare.

Key Words: Village Regulations; Rural Areas; Elderly Welfare; Mechanisms
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