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T 20142018 4 (2018 ¥ H AT AT A HAE I B0 hERE N sl i &8s, AL
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BN RSN, A FREREANA AR ESEE, SRHMCRAN BISS. B3R 1 S HEL
TR, 5, 88%MIEI AN VR . 55—, 7€ GDP e, i 1/4 (R BEEA NI
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G, AREFIVGHLX 230 16%F1 18% M-S 51 T2 A, HARHHIX A R &
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*1 BADERNREEE) (2020 )
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B 5 ZiiE 1 PURHA X BN O B BRI E ) A shesh . el G omiese -, AITE
HEh i P EAEF ARG (AFEN , BEAEEME G (SMERIER) o RIER
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Promoting County Modernization Through High Quality Construction of
County Towns: Facts and Paths

WANG Zou SUN Jiuwen

Abstract: The realization of Chinese modernization requires an in-depth implementation of the new-style urbanization strategy,
with counties being an important part of the overall modernization and county towns being the key areas for promoting new-style
urbanization. Based on the analytical framework of “population - industry - government”, this paper discusses the current facts and
necessary acts regarding the development paths of the counties and county towns in the view of modernization. Based on solid data
and from multiple perspectives, our study reveals the factual characteristics of counties (county towns) in terms of population
distribution, industrial development, public services and financial status. We build an indicator system and evaluate the
modernization level of counties, demonstrating that urbanization is an important driving force of modemization through
Oaxaca-Blinder decomposition regression. Promoting county modernization through high-quality construction of county towns
requires optimizing top-level design, expanding advantageous industries, upgrading public services, and deepening institutional
reforms. High-quality construction of county towns is intended to strengthen the weaknesses of the urban system as a whole and to
form the complementary advantages between major growth poles such as county towns, metropolitan areas, and city clusters. The
basic idea of county modernization should be to “leverage strengths to offset weaknesses”, and ultimately to provide residents with
desirable spaces for production and living.

Keywords: Modernization; County Towns; New-style Urbanization; Modernization Index; Oaxaca-Blinder Decomposition
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