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Village Community Autonomy and Its Limits in Sustainable Rural
Development

HUANG Xinhong

Abstract: The focus of China’s “San Nong” (agriculture, rural areas, and farmers) work has shifted from targeted poverty
alleviation to the comprehensive promotion of rural revitalization. The new stage and new challenges demand higher requirements
for the sustainability of rural development. The studies on China’s rural construction experiences and the rise and fall of rural areas
in various countries reveal the significance of endogenous vitality for sustainable rural development. Among them, “village
community autonomy” emphasizes the ability of resource interaction based on the self-organization of village communities, which
has specific theoretical value and practical implications. In the context of rural revitalization, it is indispensable for village
communities to obtain resources from and interact with the external environment. The resource interaction ability emphasized by
“village community autonomy” can be further divided into resource digestive ability and resource exchange ability, where the
former focuses on the effectiveness of resource internalization while the latter focuses on the overall level of available resources.
Through tracking surveys of Huaxi Village, Mu Gen Village, and Zhongzai Village, this study finds that, on the one hand, resource
digestive ability is inherent in the self-organization of village communities, which plays a critical role in the sustainability of rural
development. On the other hand, resource exchange ability is not only related to the self-organization of village communities but
also inseparable from government resource allocation and the flow of social resources, which deeply affects the sustainability of
rural development. Therefore, to continue advancing rural revitalization, it is necessary to strengthen the construction of “village
community autonomy” while acknowledging its limits, ensuring that the development of “village community autonomy” is
coordinated with the strong government support and the positive interaction between urban and rural areas in the process of
Chinese-style modernization.

Keywords: Rural Revitalization; Village Community Autonomy; Sustainable Development; Resource Internalization
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