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Multiple Desirability Synergies in Rural Governance: A Multiple Case
Study Based from the Perspective of Tackling Institutional Complexity

XU Ruigian WANG Chao SU Mengyue

Abstract: Institutional complexity, shaped by the overlapping of multiple institutional elements of “administration — community -
market”, is becoming a widespread challenge to rural governance. Rural revitalization requires rural coordination and orderly
governance. Drawing on insights from institutional complexity theory, this paper provides a new perspective to explain the structural
characteristics of rural governance and the initiative and innovation strategies of governance subjects. This paper proposes an analytical
framework based on multiple desirability synergies, and then derives the governance strategies and mechanisms from analyses of three
typical village cases. The results show that, rural governance may be constrained by desirability shortages and tensions under the logic
of multiple systems of administrative, community, and market; multiple desirability synergies constitute key mechanisms for improving
governance efficiency and obtaining support from all parties under complex institutional environment; institutional bridging and linkage
have constitute an important mechanism to achieve multiple desirability synergies, which support the evolution of desirability from
shortage to balance, and from tension to benign interaction; the mobilization and cooperation of multiple governance forces inside and
outside the villages provide organizational guarantee for multiple desirability synergies. The findings deepen the understanding of the
institutional foundation and the coping mechanisms of the micro subjects, and provide practical implications for choosing the strategies
and pathways of rural governance innovation.

Keywords: Rural Governance; Institutional Complexity; Desirability; Rural Revitalization
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