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The Integration of “Law, Reason, and Emotion”: How Do Negative “Local
Policies” Exist and Operate in Rural Governance? An Example of the Land
Reallocation of Wengxiang Village in Henan Province

ZHAO Yagian WANG Fang

Abstract: Taking the land reallocation in Wengxiang Village, Henan Province as an example, based on the relevant “local policies”
in the village’s land reallocation, this paper analyzes a rural “marrying off” and “new daughter-in-law” land division event in the
fourth round of land reallocation. From the perspective of “law, reason, and emotion” integration, the paper explores the existence
and operation of negative “local policies” in rural governance. The results indicate that the “local policy” of land reallocation has
received corresponding social recognition among relevant stakeholders, which is the legal prerequisite for its existence. The benefits
brought by land property rights are limited, and farmers’ sensitivity to land property rights is not significant, preventing the “local
policy” of land reallocation from being questioned or banned, which is the objective condition for its existence. The emotional
constraints attributed by the village relationship network have provided emotional base for the “local policy” of land reallocation,
which is the constraints on its existence and operation. The negative “local policy” of land reallocation can receive certain support in
terms of legitimacy, rationality, and emotionality, enabling its existence and operation. The central government’ s policy of “no land
transfer” and village land reallocation should not be viewed as binary opposition. In the overall direction of ensuring the policy of
“no land transfer”, only by accelerating the standardization and improvement of land ownership confirmation and certification work,
as well as accelerating land transfer, large-scale land management, and land leasing market cultivation, can the tension existing in
the land contract relationship be dissolved to the maximum extent.

Keywords: “Law, Reason, and Emotion”; Negative “Local Policies’; Rural Governance; Rural Land Reallocati
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