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“Hollow Village” or “Empty Nest Village”? An Identification of the Existing
Forms and Evolutionary Process of China’s Village Society

MA Liangcan KANG Yulan

Abstract: Some scholars believe that China’s village society is a “hollow” society, that is, driven by urbanization, marketization and
the large-scale population outflow, the village society can fall into the dilemma of actor loss, population decrease, resource
exhaustion, organizational decline and social disintegration. At last, the village society and farmers will gradually come to an end in
the process of modernization. The value standpoint of linear modernization, the dualistic concept of “mutual restriction” between
urban and rural areas, and the argument of the end of villages held by “hollow village” theorists are not consistent with the empirical
facts and the changing trends of most current village societies. Therefore, this study proposes to use the “empty nest village” to
summarize the existing forms and evolution process of village society. The “empty nest village” highlights the interaction between
urban and rural areas and the symbiosis between urban and rural areas, and advocates that urban prosperity should not lead to rural
decline. It shows that the rural population flow presents the dual characteristics of periodic “leaving the nest” and “returning to the
nest”. In the process of modernization, most villages will not end, but will continue in a new form of existence. Village revitalization
is both possible and necessary. To comprehensively revitalize the countryside, we need to get rid of the dual structure of “urban-rural
division” or “one country, two policies” to achieve urban-rural integration, develop a new collective economy to achieve the
organization of village society, and innovate social governance to consolidate the social foundation for rural revitalization.

Keywords: Village Society; “Hollow Village”; “Empty Nest Village”; Rural Revitalization
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