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Rural Left-behind Elites and Their Organized Public Participation Paths
Under the Background of Rural Revitalization

DU Jiao

Abstract: With the rapid development of urbanization in China, a large number of rural population outflow has led to a substantial
loss of rural human capital. However, there are still abundant surplus human capital available in rural society. The rural left-behind
elites represented by left-behind economic elites, left-behind women elites and left-behind “veteran village cadres, group leaders,
teachers, party members and veterans” are important parts of these surplus human capital. The rural left-behind elites are not only an
important source of the main body of rural governance in China, but also the bearer of the construction of rural public culture. They
constitute the vitality source of the rural society and can play an important role in rural public governance. In the context of rural
revitalization, it is not only necessary to strengthen the rural elite teams by attracting the outflow elites to return to rural areas,
cultivating rural elites and injecting external elites, but also to stimulate the role of rural left-behind elites, mobilize their enthusiasm
for public participation, and vigorously develop the organizational paths of administrative absorption, party building integration and
social organization mobilization for rural left-behind elites.
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