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The Implementation Dilemma, Management Strategies and Development
Paths of Institutional Eldercare in Rural Areas: An Examination Based on
Field Investigation in Pingqiao District, Henan Province

He Qiangian

Abstract: The modernization of peasant families has affected the traditional eldercare model. Institutional eldercare has become
one of the new choices to deal with the problem of eldercare in rural areas. As one of the market-oriented methods of eldercare
services provision, institutional eldercare should not only meet the substantive function of “support”, but also smoothly connect with
the needs of rural residents. Driven by the national policies, institutional eldercare has been developing rapidly in rural areas. This
article analyzes the operation of institutional eldercare in rural areas and finds that some eldercare institutions have reduced the cost
of eldercare services provision through the “localization” business strategies, achieved an effective match with the eldercare demand
level and payment capacity of rural residents, and effectively resolved the supply and demand dislocation dilemma faced by
eldercare institutions when entering the countryside. To develop institutional eldercare in rural areas, we should realize the
functional complementation between institutional eldercare and family eldercare. On the basis of making full use of the endogenous
resources of rural society, we should create eldercare institutions with appropriate scale and reasonable layout. Through the
construction of a “low-cost and basic” eldercare services system, we can mitigate the impact of the weakening of family eldercare
functions and provide positive action support for coping with an aging population.

Key Words: Eldercare Need; Institutional Eldercare; Family Eldercare; Development Path
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