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"Home" and "Face" in the Village: Why Farmers Are Unwilling to
Withdraw from the Homestead? An Explanation Based on the
Embeddedness of Informal Institutions

JIN Hongtao GUO Qiushi SHI Qinghua

Abstract: One of the main goals of homestead system reform is to explore the compensated mechanism of voluntary homestead
withdrawal, but the practical observation shows that the enthusiasm of farmers to withdraw from homestead voluntarily with
compensation is not high. Based on the theory of institutional embeddedness, this article explores the impact of two informal
systems of "home consciousness" and "face concept" on farmers’ willingness to withdraw from homestead in traditional agricultural
areas through questionnaires and interviews with farmers in Zhecheng County, Henan Province. The results show that farmers’
differentiation has no significant effect on farmers' willingness to withdraw from homestead in traditional rural areas, and the
willingness of all kinds of farmers to withdraw from their homestead is relatively weak. The local complex and the sense of
returning to their roots derived from "home consciousness" are important reasons why non-farmers and part-time farmers are
reluctant to withdraw from their homestead. The combination of "face competition" and the concept of family succession has
formed a fierce competition for offspring marriage preparations in rural areas, resulting in serious intergenerational exploitation
which has caused farmers to worry about "getting a place to live in old age", and further weakened farmers' willingness to withdraw
from their homestead. The traditional "home consciousness" and "face concept" together promote farmers to form a psychological
dependence on homestead, which has a strong weakening effect on farmers’ willingness to withdraw from homestead. At present, to
promote the reform of homestead withdrawal system in traditional agricultural areas, it is necessary to respect the needs of farmers
to "return to their roots" and " getting a place to live in old age", and to strengthen correct guidance of farmers’ concept and realize
the complementarity and adaptation between informal and formal systems.

Keywords: Homestead Exit; Willingness to Withdraw from Homestead; Home Consciousness; Face Concept; Informal System;

Institutional Embeddedness
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