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The Historical Logic of the Formation and Evolution of Rural Collective
Land System in New China and Research on Several Hot Topics

CHENG Shulan LI Shuang

Abstract: China’s Rural Collective Land System (RCLS or System) is an indispensable key content for learning the history of the
Socialist Development, the history of the Party, the history of New China, and the history of China’s Reform and Opening up. New
China’s economic history can be divided into two periods, namely, a planned economy and a market economy. From another point
of view, there are three phases in China’s modernization development, namely, the phase of the start, take-off, and sharing the
prosperity by all. Based on the principles of historical materialism, together with the objective development requirements of the
three phases, this article answers why RCLS can exist across the two periods and gain development, explains the internal logic of
the formation and evolution of the System, and evaluates the performance of the System. During the planned economy period, the
RCLS operated by the People’s Commune ensured the source of agricultural surplus with the primitive accumulation of capital for
the start of China’s modernization. During the period of market economy, the RCLS operated by the household contract
management system provided a reliable guarantee for China’s modernization. At present, the new problem of the contradiction and
conflicts of farmers’ land rights and interests should be explored according to the inherent stipulations (internal logic) of the RCLS.
The historical logic of the RCLS development indicates possible changes and prospects of the System in the future. In short, the
RCLS has adapted to and served the start and take-off of China’s modemization, thus supporting the Chinese people to stand up and
become rich. Further, through its inherent stipulations, the System is making up for the shortcomings of “agriculture, rural areas and
farmers” in the unbalanced and inadequate development. Hence, hundreds of millions of farmers are able to equally share the
ownership of collective land resources accounting for nearly 60% of China’s total land area, share the fruits of take-off and
prosperity and finally realize China’s dream of national rejuvenation.

Keywords: Rural Collective Land System; Internal Logic; Historical Materialism; the History of New China
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