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“One Body, Two Sides”: An Overall Understanding of Chinese Peasants’
Political Behavior

LIU Jinhai

Abstract: In the study of Chinese peasants’ political behavior, the western theoretical summary from the perspective of social
revolution often becomes a theoretical resource to study peasants’ political behavior and their role in the process of Chinese history.
The studies on resistance behavior and creative politics, which are subject to the background and research perspective, only explain
one side of contemporary Chinese farmers’ political behavior. Based on the understanding of political behavior, this article returns to
the history of peasants, highlights the relationship between peasants and the state power, distinguishes the motives and ways of
peasants’ political behavior, and establishes a comprehensive analytical framework to examine Chinese peasants’ political behavior
and its process. The evolution of Chinese peasants’ political behavior can be divided into the following three periods: group
obedience and peasant uprising in the imperial period, collectivization and everyday struggle in the planned economy period, atomic
participation and collective action since the reform and opening up. On the whole, the political behavior of Chinese peasants can be
summarized as “one body, two sides”. The “two sides” exist in opposition, transform to each other and tend to “integration”. At
present, great changes have taken place in the relationship between the state and peasants. Everyday politics has become the main
manifestation of peasants’ political life. It has great political and social significance, which needs further discussion and research.

Keywords: Peasant; State; Political Behavior; Dual Characteristic
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