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The Transformation of Villagers’ Autonomy: From Household
Registration-based to Residence-based Standard

LI Haiping LIU Jiaqi

Abstract: Villagers’ autonomy based on household registration is incompatible with the great social changes brought about by the
reform and opening up for over 40 years. It is faced with many practical problems, such as conflict with economic system reform
and incompatibility with the demand for rights. The transition from household registration-based standard to residence-based
standard is an effective way to get out of the dilemma of villagers' autonomy. Residence-based villagers’ autonomy has the
normative basis of Article 111 of the Constitution, fits China’s current social reality and is supported by the theory of deliberative
democracy and embeddedness theory. The dualistic membership rights are the right basis of residence-based villagers’ autonomy,
which is specifically reflected in the difference of villager qualifications between local registered residence villagers and non-local
registered residence villagers, as well as the particularity of the scope and content of non-local registered residence villagers’
membership rights. It is necessary to promote the implementation of residence-based villagers’ autonomy by amending the Organic
Law of Villagers’ Committees of the People’s Republic of China and improve the legal system of villagers’ autonomy.

Keywords: Villagers’ Autonomy; Household Registration; Residence-based; Dualistic Membership Right; Rural Governance
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