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From the View of National Justice and Benefit to the View of National
Welfare: An Analysis of the Change of Farmers’ View Under the Logic of
Local Government Strong Development Based on the Governance
Experience of Transitional Communities in Lishui District, Nanjing

LIANG Qi

Abstract: A transitional community is an intermediate social form in the transition from a rural community to an urban community.
“Reserved villages” and resettlement communities constitute two types of fields in transitional communities. Based on an
interactive analytical framework of the relationship between farmers and the state, this article follows a research path from the
balance of justice and benefit to the generalization of welfare and analyzes the case of Xiwang Community in Lishui District,
Nanjing City by using the “process-event” comparative analysis method. The study investigates the national view of farmers in
“reserved villages” and resettlement communities under the logic of strong development in the eastern region. The study finds that
the strong development logic is manifested in the “strengthening projects to the countryside” in “reserved villages” and the
“pan-welfare of public services” in resettlement communities. Farmers have experienced the transition from “project mobilization™
to “project construction sites” in “reserved villages” and from “management with help” to “high-standard trusteeship” in
resettlement communities. The national view of farmers has shifted from the long-standing view of national justice and benefit to
the view of national welfare, which has hindered the development path of urbanization, deconstructed farmers’ organization, and
weakened the effectiveness of national governance. To solve the problem, there is a need to face up to the negative impact of the
logic of strong development of local governments and reshape farmers’ view of national justice and benefit.

Keywords: Transitional Community; National View; Strong Development Logic; Project to the Countryside; Public Service
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