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How to Realize “Governable Democracy”? The Realization Path of
Democracy in Governance of Grassroots Public Affairs Based on Case
Study from Hengli Town, Guangdong Province

GAO Xinyu WU Yongchao

Abstract: As a very inclusive and open theoretical paradigm, “governable democracy” has promoted the revolutionary reform of
the governance structure of public affairs. It has gradually been recognized and accepted by the academic circle. However, it has
encountered various challenges in practice. Based on the analysis of concrete cases of grassroots public affairs governance in Hengli
Town, Guangdong Province, this article attempts to construct an operational framework of analysis to explain the realization path of
governable democracy with the help of postmodern public administrative discourse theory. The research points out that the
realization path of grassroots public affairs governance democracy includes the idea path of advocating “partial dialogue”, the
technical path of constructing “public energy field”, and the institutional path of “ensuring the legitimacy of discourse”. The above
path involves the construction process of the constant interaction of multiple subjects. The research findings not only verify the
applicability of postmodern public administrative discourse theory in the Chinese scene, but also explain the practical application
path of governable democracy, which has important enlightenment significance for the current grassroots governance practice.

Keywords: Postmodern Public Administrative Discourse Theory; Governable Democracy; Public Affair; New Urbanization
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