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How Does the Accessibility to Health Services Affect the Subjective Life
Quality of Migrant Workers? Evidence Based on Thematic Survey in Key
Areas of Health of Migrant Population

DENG Rui

Abstract: The accessibility to health services in inflow areas is not only related to the health status of migrant workers, but may also
have a potential impact on their subjective welfare. This study uses the thematic survey of migrant population to evaluate the impact
and possibility mechanism of the accessibility to health services on the subjective quality of life of migrant workers. The study finds
that after controlling the potential endogenous biases, the availability, spatial accessibility and appropriateness of health services
may all have different effects on the improvement of the subjective quality of life of migrant workers. Specifically, the improvement
of the level of availability can make migrant workers have higher life satisfaction and have a positive impact on their social
feedback behavior. The improvement of spatial accessibility and appropriateness level can increase the enthusiasm of migrant
workers to participate in social feedback behavior to a certain extent. The mechanism test confirms that the improvement of the
accessibility to health services can accelerate the convergence of migrant workers and urban residents' health habits, help them
develop healthy medical treatment behaviors, and improve their subjective quality of life. At the same time, there is a certain degree
of intergenerational and gender heterogeneity in the impact of the accessibility to health services on migrant workers’ subjective
quality of life. In addition, the improvement of the subjective quality of life by the accessibility to health services is not entirely due
to the “positive spillover effect” of the sample of sick migrant workers. However, the experience of illness still plays an important
role for the impact of the accessibility to health services on the social feedback behavior of migrant workers.

Keywords: Migrant Worker; Accessibility to Health Service; Subjective Quality of Life; Health Literacy
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