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Three-dimensional Logic of Rural Grassroots Governance Transformation
in New China

LIYanling GAO Meng

Abstract: How to better transform the advantages of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics into the effectiveness of rural
grassroots governance is a key to comprehensively promote rural revitalization, and a major issue in the process of promoting the
modernization of national governance system and governance capacity. The “isomorphism” and “covariation” of rural land property
rights, grassroots regime and villagers’ autonomy are remarkable features of the rural grassroots governance reform since the
founding of New China. The contradictory movement between the new functional requirements and the old structural arrangements
has become the historical logic that drove changes. Since the founding of New China, rural grassroots governance has experienced
four stages successively. In terms of relationship between structure and function, it has successively presented four forms, namely,
“medium equilibrium and low efficiency” (1949-1952), “low equilibrium and low efficiency” (1953-1977), “medium equilibrium
and medium efficiency” (1978-2011), as well as “medium equilibrium and high efficiency” (since 2012). On the whole, it has
shown a spiral upward trend from “low efficient equilibrium” to “high efficient equilibrium”. The reform of rural property rights, the
construction of rural grassroots regime and the creation of rural social forces were intertwined and borrowed from each other, which
became the institutional logic driving the reform. In the new era, rural grassroots governance is bound to be based on the practical
logic of “interaction between rights and systems” and take the road of socialist rural good governance with Chinese characteristics
by comprehensively promoting people-centered farmers' empowerment in the economic, political and social fields.

Key Words: Rural Grassroots Governance; Reform Logic; Rural Grassroots Regime; Villager's Autonomy Right; Rural Land
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