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A “Local-interest” Mutual Embedded Village Governance Model: A Case
Study of Xiaoguanzhuang Village in Shandong Province

WANG Haoyu SUN Jun

Abstract: After the rural tax reform, the phenomenon of “capital and projects going to the countryside” has promoted the change of
rural social structure and the transformation of rural governance mode, and the logic of interest governance is embedded in the rural
society. This article investigates the new form of integration of rural governance mechanism and interest governance logic in rural
governance practice, based on a case study of the development and rural governance process in Xiaoguanzhuang Village in
southwest of Shandong Province. It proposes a “local-interest” mutual embedded village governance model. First, the village elite,
who acts as the village governance carrier, supports the intersection between local governance resources and interest governance
logic. Second, rural governance mechanism provides the social and moral framework for developing interest patterns and
“endorsing” the interest governance logic through ethical norms, differential trust, and local public opinion. Finally, with the
embedding of interest governance logic, the increasing level of village economic and social development can continuously provide
new performance legitimacy for village governance subjects and enhance the effectiveness of village governance, responding to
rural residents’ pursuit of a better life.

Key Words: Rural Governance Mechanism; Interest Governance; Village Elite; Land Shareholding Cooperative

-37-



