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The Joint and Several Liability Mechanism in Rural Social Integrity
Construction

YIN Zi

Abstract: In order to effectively enhance the publicity of grassroots governance, rural social integrity construction has become an
important part of rural governance capacity construction. Rural social integrity construction relies on the mechanism of joint and
several liability to play a role through credit points system to strengthen the behavior constraints on social members. The joint and
several liability mechanism is manifested as the joint and several interests oriented by governance effectiveness. By strengthening
the interest relation between social governance affairs and family members’ behavioral responsibilities, the publicity of grassroots
governance can be reconstructed. The formation of governance effectiveness of joint and several liability mechanism not only
benefits from the innovation of social governance mechanism, but also originates from the concept of family-oriented society in
rural areas, which urges farmers to internalize the joint and several obligations entrusted to them from the outside into the
participation in social governance. In the practice of credit points system, the improper connection and the enlargement of
punishment are not conducive to the protection of general rights and the realization of collective membership rights, and there is an
obvious lack of legitimacy. To enhance the applicability of joint liability mechanism in rural social integrity construction, it is
necessary to clarify the power scope of village-level organizations in the implementation of credit points system, improve the
connection mechanism between village-level credit points system and grassroots administrative system, and improve the legitimacy
review and filing system of village rules and regulations.

Key Words: Rural Society; Integrity Construction; Joint and Several Liability Mechanism; Credit Point System; Family-based
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