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Tradition, Rule of Law and Identity: On the Infringement of Rural
Women’ s Land Rights and Interests in China

WANG Jian

Abstract: Under the combined effects of traditional concepts and the structural characteristics of China’s rural land rights, the
violation of rural women'’s land rights and interests exists in some rural areas. This article finds that rural women have been in a
disadvantageous position in land contract management and land income distribution, and their land rights and interests are not
long-term and stable. Since land rights are exercised by families in rural areas, female members tend to be more vulnerable to the
threats from inside and outside their families. The violation of rural women's land rights and interests involves various identities,
including being unmarried, married (living together either in own's house or in spouse’s house), divorced or widowed. The
traditional concepts of women's “identity” types will directly affect the distribution of land income decision-making, deepening the
impacts of gender discrimination. The stereotypes that discriminate against women in the informal system are the primary reason
for the violation of rural women's land rights. Therefore, there is a need to further improve the protection mechanism of rural women'
s land rights and interests, promote gender equality and safeguard rural women's right to development.

Key Words: Rural Women; Land-related Right and Interest; Land System,; Village Regulation; Legal Protection
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