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How Does Dialect Distance Affect Permanent Migration Intension of
Migrant Workers: From the Perspective of Social Integration

LIU Jinfeng WEI Houkai

Abstract: The decision-making of migrant workers' permanent migration is more affected by social and cultural factors. Dialect
plays an important role as the carrier of regional culture. This article examines the impact of dialect distance on migrant workers'
permanent migration intention. The research finds that dialect distance has a significant negative impact on both institutional
permanent migration intention and the de facto permanent migration intention of migrant workers, After a series of robustness tests,
this conclusion is still valid. Further mechanism tests show that dialect distance reduces the willingness of permanent migration by
hindering the social integration of migrant workers in the four levels of economic integration, social participation, cultural
adaptation and identity. The heterogeneity test shows that the negative effect of dialect distance on migrant workers' permanent
migration intention gradually weakens with the increase of educational achievement. There is no significant intergenerational
difference in the influence of dialect distance on migrant workers' permanent migration intention. Dialect distance mainly affects the
permanent migration intention of inter-provincial migrant workers. The policy implication is that promoting local urbanization can
solve the problem of social integration caused by dialect distance in the process of permanent migration of migrant workers.

Keywords: Dialect Distance; Social Integration; Migrant Worker; Permanent Migration Intention
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