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Norm of Reciprocity in the Supply of Village Public Goods: An Exogenous
Reciprocal Institutional Supply Framework

ZHANG Yanlong FENG Xingyuan

Abstract: This article analyzes the games and reciprocity dilemmas among the suppliers of village public goods. On the basis of the
simplified model of the Hume’s problem’s reciprocal cooperation dilemma, which is a dynamic game model with complete
information, the study analyzes four kinds of mechanisms to form the reciprocal cooperation equilibrium among the suppliers from
the perspective of reciprocal game constraints in providers. These four types of mechanisms can be termed as relationship
mechanism, social contract mechanism, explicit contract mechanism and preference mechanism. The study further constructs an
exogenous reciprocal institutional supply framework as well as a governance model. It finds that the four types of mechanisms
contribute to the realization of Pareto optimal equilibrium in the dilemma of reciprocity. Based on the basic mechanism and
matching principle, “clan authority + kinship” and “cultural authority, moral authority, economic authority + acquaintances
relationship”, “multilateral penalty + society leverage” and “third party participatory governance + service-oriented government”
can effectively improve the level of reciprocity among village public goods suppliers, establish the reciprocity among supply entities

and maintain their cooperation stability.

Keywords: Rural Society; Public Goods; Game; Norm of Reciprocity
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