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The Communist Party of China’s Policy on Peasant Education over the Past
Century: The Evolution and Experiences

LIU Yibing ZHU Shenghui LIU Da

Abstract: Guided by Karl Marx’s theory of emancipation of thought, this article focuses on the development process and basic
experiences of the Communist Party of China (CPC) in formulating and implementing peasant education policy with Chinese
characteristics, especially how the CPC undertook its mission, applied the basic principles of Marxism to China’s peasant education
and persisted in leading peasants to a better life. The evolution of peasant education policy under the leadership of the CPC can be
divided into the following four stages: political liberation and striving for democratic power (1921-1949), cultural liberation and
joining in the all-round construction of new China (1949-1978), labor liberation and unleashing vitality in rural production
(1978-2012), and personality liberation and building a better life (2012 to now). Reflecting on the history, the study finds that the
CPC’s peasant education policy has always adhered to the Party’s overall leadership, to the starting point of “people-centered”, to
the fundamental principle of “taking a pragmatic approach”, to the primary goal of “serving the comprehensive development of
peasants”, and to the principal law of “peasants as adult learners”. In essence, it is a process in which the CPC creatively uses the
Marxist thought of human emancipation to lead Chinese peasants to realize their liberation and development. At present, the priority
of peasant education should pay more attention to cultural and spiritual growth and endogenous development motivation. The
high-quality peasant education will cultivate a culture of endogenous development and provide inexhaustible power for
consolidating and expanding the achievements of poverty alleviation and rural revitalization, and promoting the process of
agricultural and rural modernization.

Keywords: Communist Party of China; Peasant Education Policy; Peasant’s Liberation; Peasant’s Subjectivity
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