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The Construction of Rural Grassroots Organizations of the Communist
Party of China: A Centennial History, Distinctive Characteristics and
Realistic Enlightenment

WEN Feng’an

Abstract: The rural grassroots organizations of the Communist Party of China (CPC) are the core of the leadership in all fields of
rural organizations and all aspects of work, being the bridge and link between the CPC and the broad masses of farmers, as well as
the practice base for cultivating and developing rural party members. The construction of rural grassroots organizations of the CPC
has roughly experienced the following stages: the founding and development stage of going deep into the masses, mobilizing and
leading farmers in the revolutionary era; the reconstruction stage, the tortuous progress stage, the gradual standardization stage and
the comprehensive construction stage after the founding of new China. After 100 years of continuous exploration and development,
the construction of rural grassroots organizations of the CPC has highlighted six distinctive features: attaching importance to
political construction, steering the development of agriculture and rural areas, and fundamentally consolidating the CPC’s leading
position in rural areas; attaching importance to ideological construction, enhancing the ideological consciousness of grassroots party
members, and consciously safeguarding the fundamental interests of farmers; attaching importance to organizational construction,
realizing the CPC’s leadership at the grassroots level, and injecting vitality into rural agricultural development; paying attention to
the construction of work style, consolidating the CPC’s foundation in rural areas, and strengthening the core role of the rural
grassroots organizations of the CPC in guiding and promoting social development and reform in rural areas; paying attention to
discipline construction, forging self-disciplined grassroots teams, and constantly expanding the era connotation of discipline
construction. We should attach importance to institutional development, promote scientific and standardized party building at the
grassroots level, and ensure that community-level organizations of the CPC exercise the power entrusted by the CPC and the people.
In the new era, facing the complicated and changeable domestic and foreign environment, there are some outstanding problems to
be solved in the construction of the rural grassroots organizations of the CPC. Therefore, there is a need to strengthen the political
consciousness, consolidate the CPC’s leading position in the countryside, construct an “embedded” development model,
consciously practice the fundamental purpose of the CPC, promote rural revitalization, and constantly enhance the CPC’s
organizational power. We should also strengthen team construction, focus on consolidating the battle fortress of the CPC, so as to
make the construction of the CPC’s rural grassroots organizations grow more healthily in the new era.

Keywords: Rural Grassroots Organization of the CPC; Distinctive Feature; Ruling Foundation; Rural Revitalization
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