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Resource Dependence and Elite Authorities: Mutual Dependence and
Supervision Between Rural Social Organizations and Grassroots’
Government

LU Suwen AIBin

Abstract: From the perspective of resource dependence theory, the existing literature concerning the power relationship between
the government and social organizations ignores the elite authorities with resources inside or outside the organizations. Based on the
investigation of the Charity Association of Hongyi Township in Jiangxi Province, this article finds that the resource supply and
mobilization abilities of the elite authorities make the township government and the Charity Association form an unbalanced
two-way dependence and unequal two-way supervision relationship. The two-way dependence is reflected as follows: the township
government relies on the Charity Association to integrate resources and improve the level of public services, which is not critical for
the township government. However, it is crucial for the Charity Association to rely on the township government, who is the most
important supporter and helper for the Charity Association to obtain a legal status. At the same time, under the background of
massive outflow of population, the daily operation and management decision-making of the Charity Association also depend on the
township government. The two-way supervision is reflected in the following manner: the township government is embedded in the
organizational structure and daily operation of the Charity Association, and the supervision is all-round. Although the Charity
Association supervises the work of the township government through the influence of the elite authorities, this kind of supervision is
limited. Under the influence of two-way dependence and supervision, the "suspended" township government deeply integrates into
the village through the interaction with the Charity Association, and actively promotes the development of similar social
organizations to broaden the channels of resource acquisition. At the same time, the Charity Association strives to maintain a high
degree of autonomy and reduce the intervention of the township government by adopting flexible strategies.

Keywords: Elite Authority; Township Government; Charity Association; Power Relation Between Government and Society
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