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The Political Ecology and Predicaments of Village-level Elections: An
Investigation Based on Villagers’ Committee Elections in Anhui Province

WANG Youye CHEN Yiping XU Lixiang

Abstract: Village-level elections has emerged as a lens of observe villagers’ self-government and rural governance. Exploring the
relationship between the state and peasants in the practice of village elections is an important topic of China rural studies. Through
an empirical analysis of villagers’ committee elections in Anhui Province, the study reveals that weak competition is the dominant
form in village-level elections. Based on the theory of political system, this article constructs a village-level elections’ ecosystem
with “institutions and life” as the core mechanism, and deeply analyzes the generation logic, order of operation and practical
dilemmas of the ecological structure. Institutionalized elections under the influence of institutional authority and life-oriented
elections in the village order jointly shape the election ecology of “benign competition”. Institutionalized elections endow
“competition” with ecological attributes and election behaviors, while life-oriented elections shape “indisputable” election wisdom
and rural rules. The election ecology of “benign competition” reflects the institutional norms of modernity and the wisdom of rural
life, creating a benign election order in the triple dimensions of political system, political culture, and political life. The combined
effect of institutional factors and life-oriented elements in village-level elections has led to the dissolution of autonomous space, the
vacancy of election procedures and the disequilibrium of election operations. Further exploration is needed on how to resolve these
dilemmas in elections and balance the contradictions and differences between institutionalized elections and life-oriented elections
in the grassroots practice.

Keywords: Village-level Election; Political Ecology; Rural Governance
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