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Solidarity Absorption: A New Interpretation of the State-society
Relationship in China

HE Degui XU Rong

Abstract: This article is a continuation of the existing research on the state-society relationship in China around the third sector.
Through the grasp of the limitations of the existing studies in the basic knowledge and basic logic, the study puts forward a new
interpretation model of “solidarity absorption” based on analyzing the practice of promoting the contracting services of family
doctors for the poor people in Qinba mountainous area. Solidarity absorption carries “administrative operation” and
“multi-dimensional cooperation” as the core mechanism, takes “fully leverage administrative advantages” and “efficient use of
public service resources” as the key strategies, and explains how the government in a controlling position uses its own governance
capabilities to absorb the third sector to respond to the interests of disadvantaged groups, comprehensively implement the positive
rights of citizens, and reflect the pursuit of social faimess. Solidarity absorption has its historical and social conditions. While
playing a positive role, it also brings associated problems. We should further grasp the time and space dimensions of the relationship
between the state and society, build a positive government that adapts to China’s national conditions, and promote the
modermization of national governance.

Keywords: Solidarity Absorption; State-society Relationship; Government; Third Sector; Public Service
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