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Face Reproduction: A Sociological Explanation for the Upgrade of Marriage
Preparation Consumption in Northern Rural Areas of China

DONG Shuaipeng

Abstract: The upgrade of marriage preparation consumption is an acute problem faced by rural families in China. Drawing on
Pierre Bourdieu’s marriage strategy theory, this article focuses on the practice process and micro-subjects of village marriage
preparation consumption, and explores the social mechanism of the upgrade of marriage preparation consumption. As far as the
practice of marriage preparation consumption is concerned, marriage preparation consumption in rural areas has undergone three
stages of development and changes from demand-oriented to ability-oriented, and then to symbolic value-oriented. The
fuzzification of marriage circle, the structural imbalance of marriage resources, the continuation of the traditional consensus on
marriage responsibilities, and the local marriage preference urge females to reconstruct and dominate a materialized marriage order.
In northern rural areas, the marriage of offspring is the basic direction of the village’s social face. In the context of the local marriage
market with more males and fewer females, the middle-and lower-class farmers use the marriage preparation consumption strategy
of “seeking common ground”” and constructing “‘comparative advantages” to ensure the reproduction of family face. In this process,
marriage preparation consumption is a symbolic expression of family economic status. It is a face reproduction strategy for the male
families to adapt to the changes in the local marriage market, and it is constantly upgraded in the competition between and within
classes.

Keywords: Marriage Preparation Consumption; Marriage Market; Face Reproduction; Northern Rural Area
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