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Inactive Filial Piety: How Can It Be Regarded as Filial If Nothing is Done?
An Analysis Based on a Field Investigation in Gekou Village in Northern
Jiangsu Province

PANG Dandan

Abstract: This study is based on a half-year field survey in Gekou village, Northern Jiangsu Province. The analysis finds that many
elderly people suffer from pension dilemma because of insufficient supply of pension resources. However, their descendants who
neither provide resources nor care for the aged are still regarded as filial. Why does this contradiction coexist between the elderly
without support and their filial children and grandchildren? The study proposes three reasons as follows. First, the standard of filial
piety has declined, which means the rural public opinion has withdrawn from the area about the aged and the filial piety. The public
opinion used to tell what villagers should do to become filial while now it tells villagers what they should not do. Second, the elderly
people who are over 75 years old still realize self-support. However, this kind of self-support does not rely on the improvement of
self-supporting ability, but through the continuous decrease in their demand. Third, the elderly themselves attribute the pension
dilemma to their unfilial daughters-in-law. In the relationship between parents and children, daughters-in-law play a role of safety
valve, as a scapegoat for the problem. Back to the question, is it a fact or a kind of imagination? It is a fact that the elderly people in
the village are suffering from insufficient supply of pension resources. The elderly themselves know it and complain about it. It is a
fact that the standard of filial piety has declined. Their children and grandchildren can become filial children and grandchildren
merely by providing a decent funeral and living without the stigma of beating and scolding the elderly. The study concludes that the
phenomenon of “filial piety without action” reflects the decline in filial piety, at least in Gekou village.

Keywords: Inactive Filial Piety; Decline in Filial Piety; Rural Public Opinion; Self-supporting by the Elderly; Scapegoat
Mechanism
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