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A Synchronic Study of the Citizenization Process of Migrant Workers:

Theory, Practice and Policy
Liu Xiaonian
Abstract: This article uses Marx's idea on human nature to carry out a synchronic study of the citizenization process of migrant
workers. It finds that this is a process of rural-urban labour migration driven by economic modernization under the urban-rural
dualistic spatial classification, characterized by migrant workers’ self-development in the process of social interaction in urban
neighborhoods. This process is shown to be confined by migrant workers’ willingness and capabilities, as well as the demand
and capacity constraints from the urban areas, classified into three basic modes, namely, an equilibrium one, a subjectivity one
and a self-interest one. In practice, the process of citizenization is not concomitant with the process of urbanization, owing to
the unbalanced development between urban and rural areas. The study proposes a number of measures to achieve urban-rural
integration, promote the development of migrant workers, and consider a balanced approach of citizenization in a steady,
gradual way.

Key Words: Peasant Workers’ Citizenization; Synchronic; Interactive Exchange; Mode; Public Policy
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