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Relationship Embeddedness and Deviation: A Study on Grassroots Poverty
Alleviation Governance Strategies and Mechanisms

Dong Shuaipeng

Abstract: This article takes the practice of precision poverty alleviation in Xiaoshigou Village of Pengyang County as an analysis
object and investigates the village cadres’ strategic actions during the process of precision poverty alleviation. It also analyzes the
influencing mechanisms of poverty alleviation strategy actions from the perspective of relationship embeddedness. The practical
difficulties of precision poverty alleviation in rural areas have created a certain amount of flexibility for village cadres. Under the
pressure of level assessment and grassroots maintenance, village cadres have adopted the poverty alleviation strategies of “moral”
filling, elite division of labor management and relationship-driven actions. Based on the village cadres’ relationship structure
embedded in the community, the study finds that the “fragmented” cadre-group relationship shapes the village cadres’ action logic
of “unproductive management”, the “profit sharing and cooperation” relationship shapes the village cadres’ action logic of
“following whatever leaders say”, and the social relationship of acquaintances shapes village cadres’ action logic of “exchange and
balance”. This article holds that exploring and transforming the traditional social “relationship” resources and tapping the positive
effect of “relationship” can realize the benign interaction between national governance and social governance and further promote

precision poverty alleviation in a sustainable way.
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