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Limited Government and Unlimited Government: An Analysis on the
Behavior of Grassroots Government in Rural Revitalization

Zhang Gaojun Yi Xiaoli

Abstract: In the process of rural revitalization, the grassroots government (GRG) at the county level and below plays an important
role. This article takes Luanchuan county, a state-level poverty-stricken county, as an example, and analyzes the application of
limited government theory and unlimited government theory in the context of rural revitalization. The analysis is based on a 10-day
field survey and 23 interviews. The results show that, firstly, by seeking a dynamic equilibrium between limited government and
unlimited government, the GRG imposes influence on the market resources flow and distribution of market resources between
urban and rural areas, which is an effective way to solve the problem of rural decline and to achieve the goal of rural revitalization.
The GRG plays a leading role in rural revitalization, in order to balance the efficiency and fairness of social development and
promote the evolution of urban-rural dual structure system. Secondly, Luanchuan County has implemented rural revitalization
strategy through the intervention of the GRG to guide market factors flow to the rural tourism industry, by way of resource
integration, organizational innovation, demonstration projects, “close-to-far interaction”, emphasis on “three types of priority”, and
combination of situation and law. Thirdly, in the context of rural revitalization, the whole process of dynamic transformation
between limited government and unlimited government can be divided into three stages, namely, the stage from limited government
to unlimited government, the stage of co-existence of the two, and the stage of limited government back again.

Key Words: Rural Revitalization, Rural Tourism; Government Responsibility Theory; Grassroots Government; Luanchuan

County
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